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This entire book, including all images and text, are copyright 2025 by Michael Brochstein. All rights reserved.



Michael's "Rules" for Creating Effective Protest Signs
- The wording on the sign should be readable from at least eight feet away.
- Do not write in script as it is harder to read.

- The material for the sign should be rigid as too much flexing can make it
unreadable - foamcore is a good option.

- Clever wording is a plus.

- Be succinct, if there are too many words on a sign then no one will read
the entire sign.

- Bright high-contrast colors get the most attention - yellow on white will
not.

- Use both sides of your sign, either to write different messages or to at least
have a message for those in back of you - assuming you hold the sign above
your head.

- Signs should be held level, not crooked.

- Illustrations can be very effective if they are not too convoluted and can
easily be understood from a distance.

continued next page...



Michael's "Rules" for Creating Effective Protest Signs
(continued)

- If you are demonstrating in front of a landmark (i.e. the White House) then
press photographers will be interested in images with the landmark behind
you as that is part of the story. That is why you are protesting at the
landmark.

- If possible, separate yourself from the people directly in front of your sign
or your sign may not be seen as it is blocked by them.

- Four letter words (you know the ones) may be fun / clever but the news
media will probably avoid using images with them.

- Try to make your sign light to carry so that you will not be quickly fatigued
holding it up.

- Take into account any transportation practicalities / limitations when
designing your sign.

- Humorous signs are more memorable.

- Try to standout by being creative and unique with your signs without
compromising any of these "rules".

What are your best practices for protest sign making?






Introduction

I am a sucker for clever and effective protest signs. After the inauguration of President
Donald Trump in January 2025 there were numerous demonstrations in Washington, D.C.
over the next couple of months in response to the new administration and its actions. As a
photojournalist covering national politics in DC, I photographed some of these
demonstrations.

If you are wondering why there are no images in this book showing signs supporting the
Trump administration then the answer is simple, [ was not aware of any demonstrations in
Washington, D.C. in support of the new president during the time frame that these images
were captured.

In the following pages are images of some of my favorite signs (see my "rules" for creating
great protest signs on pages two and three) from eleven demonstrations that took place
from February 17 to March 20, 2025. The images are not shown in any particular order.

This book is a celebration of the many clever and effective protest signs at these
demonstrations.

Enjoy!
Michael Brochstein
- March 30, 2025

Location Information: The images in this book were captured on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol, near
the Capitol Reflecting Pool, on the east end of the National Mall opposite the Capitol Reflecting Pool,
outside Union Station, inside the Hart Senate Office Building atrium, outside the Russell Senate Office
Building and outside buildings housing the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), a US Postal Service (USPS) processing center, the Elijah Barrett Prettyman U.S.
Courthouse, and the Heritage Foundation.

See page 158 for notes about what's new in this second edition.
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This t-shirt would probably make a great sign.
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Note the make of the car that just happened to be passing by.
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Yes, | know it's a truck, but it is also a great sign.

86



87



~ TS

88



89






91



92



93



"

FMST ORGINIZATigN i
PROJECT 2025 5

[ Aucm PWBOOK e
R [ .
. '.“m‘ -~ 'r._‘,kl'.f-..-:{ . _
...‘4 P ‘ E_" ol 1
TR e
iy : .y %2 i b
T ¢ % 1
f” e

;&w

. K

> /“ E
W




95



96



z \.N.u\sllh\\

ﬁ.\«\f;

@1& ()] Y

97



98



99



100



GO N ‘

101



102



103






" NOKIN
| IN AMERICA

TRUMP:
PUTIN’S
PUPPET

105



llllllll

amt You Cant Eat

n_ . e, MONLY,
. - _‘ But You CAN

| . ' y ' EG : Bi“ionuires ! Li ; :

Gust something 1o think about. @)

i

i "




107



N) KNGS

T \\\0 (RO\JNS

»

r"-.to'- '. = e e
53 I 193 | i \ R '_ Y AN -
& !! \ | 't N i L v MTE ST, "3
| ".. 4! | 41 VLR 7 W J
| |" Ty LI / Al de o

!‘5\
‘w
L=

108



109



110



111



112



POMPOUSPUFOCRM ]

:\ .' ‘
;
r .
5 L ."’ 3 L = g

- p a f .

] - 8

y * i | ;)
L S y A\l |
2 ) A N\
- - o
t
v




114



115



116



17



1 SWORE &

AN OATHTO J&Ns

"1 g DEFEND THE e
CEN 17U Ton I
~ALL’ " ENEMES:

i




119



120



TNMPEACH THE
LUAP IV CHIEF
FQP\THETHN\TME |

’WWF STRIKES /

e OUT

121



122



123



S Ui

SUBPOENA

124



ARRESTELON
" AND HIS w.,g %’

DOGE MINI ONS

125



126



MUSK
TRUMP

Keep FATH:

127



& B
HE RTTAGE.

¢ b FACES S
RA[\/.EN HERT TAGEORG

‘e RAUMATIZE\
/Sy

128






SILENCE
IS

MPL___I_ CiTy

130



131



132






e = . . LI
R | I
&= .
If “ % DTS ——
i b EES A\ SHur
v A ) /

4 NO 7o Truve CORRUPTION B e N
~4 NO 10 musk SLASH&BURN ) -4 |
Y ES o DEMOCRACY —




”

135



§

1

O
o
0
Q
E

ident

Pres

136



137



Another truck sign that would probably work well as a hand held sign.
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Protest Signs

Washington, D.C.
Second Edition

Copyright 2025 by Michael Brochstein. All rights reserved.

Contact:
Michael@SplitStoneMedia.com

www.SplitStoneMedia.com

Second Edition Note: This second edition is identical to the first edition except
that it corrects formatting issues for two images, substitutes two new images for two
that were too similar to others, adds a few images, and updates the introduction on
page five.
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