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Protest Slgns

Washington,

Michael Brochstein

This entire book, including all images and text, are copyright 2025 by Michael Brochstein. All rights reserved.



Michael's "Rules" for Creating Effective Protest Signs
- The wording on the sign should be readable from at least eight feet away.
- Do not write in script as it is harder to read.

- The material for the sign should be rigid as too much flexing can make it
unreadable - foamcore is a good option.

- Clever wording is a plus.

- Be succinct, if there are too many words on a sign then no one will read
the entire sign.

- Bright high-contrast colors get the most attention - yellow on white will
not.

- Use both sides of your sign, either to write different messages or to at least
have a message for those in back of you - assuming you hold the sign above
your head.

- Signs should be held level, not crooked.

- Illustrations can be very effective if they are not too convoluted and can
easily be understood from a distance.

continued next page...



Michael's "Rules" for Creating Effective Protest Signs
(continued)

- If you are demonstrating in front of a landmark (i.e. the White House) then
press photographers will be interested in images with the landmark behind
you as that is part of the story. That is why you are protesting at the
landmark.

- If possible, separate yourself from the people directly in front of your sign
or your sign may not be seen as it is blocked by them.

- Four letter words (you know the ones) may be fun / clever but the news
media will probably avoid using images with them.

- Try to make your sign light to carry so that you will not be quickly fatigued
holding it up.

- Take into account any transportation practicalities / limitations when
designing your sign.

- Humorous signs are more memorable.

- Try to standout by being creative and unique with your signs without
compromising any of these "rules".

What are your best practices for protest sign making?






Introduction

I am a sucker for clever and effective protest signs. After the inauguration of President
Donald Trump in January 2025 there were numerous related demonstrations in
Washington, D.C. over the next couple of months in response to actions taken by the new
administration. As a photojournalist covering national politics in DC, I photographed some
of these demonstrations.

If you are wondering why there are no images in this book showing signs supporting the
Trump administration the answer is simple, [ was not aware of any demonstrations in
Washington, D.C. during February and March 2025 (when these images were captured)
that were in support of the new president.

In the following pages are images of some of my favorite signs (see my "rules" for creating
great protest signs on pages two and three) from just a few of those demonstrations that
took place from February 17 to March 20, 2025.

This book is a celebration of the many clever and effective protest signs at these
demonstrations.

Enjoy!
Michael Brochstein
- March 23, 2025
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This t-shirt would probably make a great sign.
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Note the make of the car that just happened to be passing by.
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Yes, | know it's a truck, but it is also a great sign.
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Another truck sign that would probably work well as a hand held sign.
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Protest Signs
Washington, D.C.

Copyright 2025 by Michael Brochstein. All rights reserved.

Contact:
Michael@SplitStoneMedia.com

www.SplitStoneMedia.com
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